
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC INSURANCE ADJUSTERS 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND LAW SCHOOL READIES FOR ANNUAL PAUL CORDISH WRITING AWARD 

COMPETITION 
 

This year commemorates the 10th anniversary of the annual Paul Cordish Writing Award competition 

at the University of Maryland School of Law.  

 

Supported by the National Association of Public Insurance Adjusters (NAPIA) and the Paul Cordish 

Memorial Fund, the classroom competition was created to spur legal research in the field of 

insurance adjusting by awarding a total of $10,000 to students who produce relevant papers on 

legal, ethical and regulatory matters related to the public insurance adjusting profession.  

 

The program is named after the late Paul L. Cordish, Esq., a former Maryland State legislator and a 

giant in the Maryland legal community. As general counsel to NAPIA for over 50 years, Cordish was 

integral to the growth and development of the association and public adjusting.  

 

Suggested topics for this year’s competition were presented to the law school’s insurance class 

earlier this month by current NAPIA Counsel Brian Goodman, Esq. of Kramon and Graham in 

Baltimore, MD. Goodman provided the following subjects for law students to choose:  

  

1. What is the cost, economic and policy oriented, of the unlicensed practice of public 

adjusting (UPPA) to the insured public, the carriers, consumers and regulators (see 

Reyelts v. Lon Smith Roofing Co.)? 

 

2. Have court decisions of litigation resulting from Super Storm Sandy coverage 

applications for flood, storm surge and business income provisions been favorable or 

unfavorable to the insured public? 

 

3. What should FEMA implement to make sure that the fraudulent engineering reports 

and estimates that their consultants produced and utilized to attempt to deny claims or 

minimize recovery by the insured under polices they issued for the peril of flood for 

Super Storm Sandy damage are not repeated in the future? 

 

4. Is it appropriate for insurers to calculate and withhold depreciation on labor, and 

overhead and profit, in calculating an actual cash value recovery for a damaged 

building? 

 

All papers will be reviewed initially by law school faculty to determine which merit further 

consideration. Qualifiers will be graded by a panel of practicing first party property insurance 

experts to determine scholarship winners for prizes of $7,500 (1st place), $1,500 (2nd place) and 

$1,000 (3rd place). 



 

“This competition has done exactly what the Cordish family, NAPIA and its many advocates intended 

when it was established nearly ten years ago,” said Brian Goodman, “it has honored the memory of 

Paul Cordish by creating a body of learned papers on issues significant to the profession and the 

association that I am proud to represent.” 

 

In recognition of the competition’s 10th anniversary, NAPIA, The Cordish Companies, and Kramon 

and Graham are hosting a luncheon for the NAPIA leadership, all previous competition winners, 

and the faculty and administration of the University of Maryland School of Law who have worked so 

hard to make the competition such a highly respected program. The luncheon will be held April 13, 

2016 at The Cordish Companies’ offices in Baltimore, MD  

 

“This academic endeavor and the outstanding scholarship it engenders are truly a fitting legacy for 

my grandfather," said Jonathan Cordish, Vice President of The Cordish Companies, “and we look 

forward to celebrating a decade of accomplishment with all those who have participated in the 

program’s success.” 
 


